CHAPTER VI

THE next king came to the throne in  1810, and
finding himself unable to  cope with  the rebellious
Moamaria   as   well   as   with   the   continuous   strife
amongst his chief nobles he proposed to follow the
Kocch Raja's recent example and become tributary
to the British, but the nobles and people objected
to such a procedure.     The king (Chandrakant) had
in fact written to the Governor-General on the sub-
ject, who, however, declined to interfere.    The dis-
tracted  Ahom  monarch  now  turned  to  Burma  for
aid, and a force of 6,000 men was despatched from
that country in  1816, gathering strength as it jour-
neyed   across   the   Hukong   country   through   being
joined by the chiefs of Manipur, Mayangkwan, and
Hukong.     They reached Namrup and were attacked
at Ghiladari by an Ahom force under a noble who
was in rebellion against the throne.    The Burmese,
victorious, advanced through eastern Assam, pillag-
ing and laying waste the unhappy country till they
reached  Jorhat.    Here  they reinstated   Chandrakant
and  his   Prime   Minister   who   had  been  fugitives ;
and with the payment of a large war indemnity the
Burmese   retired   over   the   Patkoi   in   1817.   Two
years of ceaseless petty rebellions and strife followed